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Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MASERU 00033 081532Z 
51 

ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO OMB-01 SSC-01 OPR-02 SY-10 A-01 

OC-06 CCO-OO AID-20 PC-10 IO-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 

H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

S PC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /187W 

042859 

P R 081050Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MASERU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3750 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 0033 

E O 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS LT 

SUBJ: LESOTHO: CRISIS EASES BUT TENSION REMAINS 

REF : A. MASERU 26 
B. MASERU 31 

1. EVENTS REPORTED REFTELS TAKEN IN STRIDE BY GOL AND IT 
APPARENT AFTER TWO SPECIAL SESSIONS OF CABINET THEY NOT CON- 
SIDERED SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR RF INSTITUTING STATE OF EMERGENCY. 
MASERU AND SURROUNDING AREA OUTWARDLY NORMAL JAN 8. SWEARING- 
IN CEREMONIES FOR NEW CHIEF JUSTICE MAPETLA CONDUCTED AS PLANNED, 
WITH KING, PM, AND SENIOR GOL OFFICIALS PRESENT. 

2. POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER VIOLENCE CLEARLY REMAINS AND THERE 
IS IMMEDIATE DANGER THAT POLICE IN ATTEMPTING TO UNCOVER 
FURTHER ANTI GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY MAY PROVOKE INCIDENTS. 

EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REPORTS OF STRONG-ARM TACTICS BY POLICE 
IN ONGOING SEARCHES OF HOMES AND AUTOMOBILES AND THIS DOES 
NOTHING TO LESSEN TENSIONS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE HINTED AT SUSPICIONS OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN HAND IN RECENT EVENTS. TRA SVAAL REGISTRATION 
OF CAR CARRYING EXPLOSIVES AND ESCAPE TO SOUTH AFRICA BY 
POLICE POS* ATTACKERS HAVE NO DOUBT CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. IN 
ADDITION SABC HAS CONSISTENTLY EXAGGERATED AND DISTORTED 
DETAILS AND IS STILL REPORTING THAT EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
IMMINENT. 

FRISBIE 
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Concepts: PARAMILITARY FORCES, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, SMUGGLING, EXPLOSIVES, CIVIL DISORDERS, PERSONNEL 
APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MASERU00033 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: MASERU 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 56/aaaacbeo. tel 

Line Count: 69 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 
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Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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Review Content Flags: 
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